
Fashion Institute of Technology/SUNY 

Social Sciences Department 

Introduction to Sociology 

 

SS 171 – 35B Professor Simone Kolysh 

Spring 2014 Email: SimoneKolysh@gmail.com 

Tuesday 6:30 – 9:20 pm Adjunct Office: B601 C 

Pomerantz Center 211 Office Hours: TBD, by email. 

 

Course Description 

Sociology is one of the most exciting fields within the social sciences because it provides us with ways to 
examine society, communities and ourselves. We will examine patterned social behavior and the 
interrelationships between individual life experience and the social structure that helps to shape it.	This 
course is divided into 5 sections: The Sociological Perspective, Social Groups and Social Control, Social 
Inequality, Social Institutions and Social Change. Each section is further subdivided into relevant 
subfields ranging from issues of socialization & deviance to that of race, gender & sexuality. You will 
learn basic sociological concepts, theories and applications.  We will cover a broad range of material 
paying particular attention to sociological insights in regards to current events and cultural conversations.  

 

Learning Objectives 

Upon completion of the course, students should be able to: 

a. Complete informal writing assignments both in and outside of the classroom in response to a 
variety of prompts, concepts, media and questions. 

b. Define sociological concepts and explain key aspects of sociological theories as well as 
identify & apply relevant sociological research methods. 

c. Connect sociological thinking to their everyday lives, patterns and events. 

 

Required Text (Available TO RENT on Amazon.com) 

Henslin, James H. 2010. Sociology: A Down-to-Earth Approach. 11th Edition, Pearson. 

 

 



Course Requirements 

1. Attendance/Participation 25% - Your attendance is of outmost importance and will contribute to 
15% of your final grade. Each Wednesday session counts as 2 classes. Each absence beyond the 
2 classes allowed will cost you .5 points and 2 latenesses (10 minutes or more) =1 absence. 
Participation requires you to be engaged and will contribute to 10% of your final grade. 
 

2. Quizzes 30% - There will be 3 quizzes (10% each). There are no make-ups. 
 

3. At-home responses 10% - You will write five 1-2 page responses each will be marked out of 2. 
You will get points off if it is late, too short or inadequate. 
 

4. Notebook 10% - I will collect your notebook at the end of the semester so take good notes, define 
words you do not understand in your readings, make mention of favorite texts, attach relevant 
articles you’re reading, etc.  

 
5. Final paper 25% - You will write a 5-7 page research paper that will be 20% of your grade. A 1-

2 page paper proposal will be 5% of your grade. A bibliography/works cited page must be 
attached to the final paper. 

ALL documents must be TYPED, 12-font, TIMES NEW ROMAN and STAPLED! No Exceptions. Your 
last resort is to hand-write your work. If you are absent or do not have your assignment with you, you 
must email it to me prior to class or ASAP. I suggest you complete all extra-credit assignments. Respect 
one another and come to me with difficulties. Kids and friends are welcome in my class, especially in an 
emergency. All cell phones off, food is okay, and sleeping is not. 

Grading Policy: 

95+ =A   90-94 =A-  87-89 =B+   84-86=B   80-83=B-   77-79 =C+  74-76=C  70-73=C- 65-69 =D   Below 65 =F 

‘WD’ is an official withdrawal, initiated by the student who obtains the proper form from the Office of 
the Registrar and then has it signed by the Instructor and processed by a set date. ‘WA’ is an authorized 
withdrawal; it may be assigned after the first six weeks at the instructor’s discretion. It carries no penalty 
and does not affect the GPA. Please note that this grade is granted when extraordinary, officially 
documented circumstances prevent the student from completing the course. ‘WF’ is an unauthorized 
withdrawal; it may be assigned after the first six weeks at the instructor’s discretion and is equivalent to 
an ‘F’ in the GPA; this grade is given when a student does not qualify for a ‘WA’ or disappears from a 
course with no formal notification. You can take the course Pass/Fail with official permission obtained 
within the first three weeks. The ‘IN’ or an incomplete will be given to a student who has done all the 
work but the Final Paper. All grades are terminal. 

Academic Adjustments for Students with Disabilities 

FIT is committed to eliminating discrimination based upon disability and increasing access to education 
for all qualified students with disabilities, including disabled veterans. Accessibility is fundamental to our 
mission. Appropriate academic adjustments and accommodations are determined, once requested by the 
students, on an individual, case-by-case basis and in a collaborative manner, when possible. The FIT-
ABLE coordinator serves as the advocate for all students with disabilities and is located in Room A570. 

FIT Policy on Plagiarism  



Plagiarism is the presentation of someone else’s ideas, words or artistic, scientific, or technical work as 
one’s own creation. Paraphrasing and summarizing, as well as direct quotations require citations to the 
original source (see Sources & Citations section of Syllabus). Plagiarism may be intentional or 
unintentional. Lack of dishonest intent does not necessarily absolve a student of responsibility for 
plagiarism. Please see: http://www.fitnyc.edu/files/pdfs/Citation_Plagiarism.pdf 

Sources & Citations (APA format)  
 

a. Paraphrasing primary sources (preferred): 
 
Media in the 1950s catered to the rising middle class, giving a misleading impression of America’s 
families (Coontz 1990, p. 31). 
 

b. Direct quotations (use sparingly) must be introduced: 
 
Stephanie Coontz cites the enduring power of the media for creating a new American tradition during the 
baby boom: “The happy, homogenous families that we ‘remember’ from the 1950s were… a result of the 
media’s denial of diversity” (1990, p. 31).  
 
The above portion of the syllabus adapted from Professor Mattson’s Intro to Socio course syllabus, Oberlin College. 
 
Academic Help 
 
The Writing Studio consultants work with you one-on-one and can help you with any writing project. 
Walk-in hours are Mon-Fri 9am-7pm, Sat 1pm-4pm, and Sun 5pm-9pm in C612. To make an 
appointment, go to www.fitnyc.edu/writingstudio or call 212-217-3060. The Academic Skills Tutoring 
Center provides all FIT students who are registered in credit bearing and remedial courses with the 
support system they may need in order to be successful in their classes and is located on the 6th Floor of 
the David Dubinsky Student Center in A608B. You can call them at 212-217-4080 or visit online at 
www.fitynyc.edu/tutoring. College is stressful and sometimes you need someone to talk to who can help 
you put things in perspective. The Counseling Center’s services are free, private and confidential. The 
Counseling Center is in room A212B and you can call them at 212-217-4260 or visit online at 
www.fitnyc.edu/3276.asp. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Course Outline 
 
 
Week 1, Jan 27 – What is Sociology? The Sociological Perspective 

1. Syllabus Review, Introductions. 
2. In-Class: RSA Animate (divergent thinking).  

 
Week 2, Feb 3 – How Sociologists Do Research, Culture 

1. Read Sociology: Chapter 5, then Chapter 2. 
2. Read “Live from ICP’s Gathering of the Juggalos” by Camille Dodero on The Village Voice. 

Read “This American Bro” by John Saward on vice.com. 
3. Response #1 DUE on assigned reading, explain how the Juggalos or ‘American Bros’ are a 

subculture using information from the textbook or online research. 
 
Week 3, Feb 10 – Socialization, Social Structure and Social Interaction 

1. Read Sociology: Chapter 3 and 4. 
2. Response #2 DUE: Relate the article “Microaggressions: More than just race” by Derald Wing 

Sue from Psychology Today to your own life. What microaggressions do you experience and 
which do you enact? 

 
Week 4, Feb 17 – Mass Media  

1. Quiz 1: Study Chapters 1-5 and related materials. 
2. In-Class FILM: Born Into Brothels. 

 
Week 5, Feb 24 – Societies to Social Networks, Bureaucracy and Formal Organizations 

1. Read Sociology: Chapter 6 and 7. 
2. In-Class FILM: The Old Man and the Storm. TedTalk: Anita Sarkeesian. 

 
Week 6, Mar 3 – Deviance and Social Control, Intersectionality 

1. Read Sociology: Chapter 8. 
2. Response #3 DUE: Watch the 10 o’clock news on 2 different channels. Analyze what’s on the 

news and the news itself (who’s presenting what section, how diverse are the news anchors or the 
topics presented, etc.) You may connect your findings/patterns to a single issue such as race, 
gender, age, crime, fear tactics or you may write a general overview of the news using a 
sociological framework. Think about the following questions: What is the purpose of news? What 
is the purpose of telling the specific stories you see told? What is the purpose of the advice given 
during the news? Whose voices aren’t heard? Who is the target audience for the evening news 
and how do these evening ‘conversations’ influence society, if at all?  

3. In-Class YouTube: Lupe Fiasco’s ‘Bitch Bad’ and Queering Immigration on Vimeo, 
LatinoAmerica – Calle 13. 

 
Week 7, Mar 10 – Age and Disability, Social Class in the United States  

1. Read Sociology: Chapter 13, then Chapter 10. 
2. Read “David Simon: ‘There are Now Two Americas: My Country is a Horror Show’” by David 

Simon on theguardian.com. 
 
Week 8, Mar 17 – Sex and Gender  

1. Quiz 1: Study Chapters 6-8, 10, 13 and related materials. 
2. Read Sociology: Chapter 11. 
3. In-Class: Marco/Marco http://vimeo.com/77739627 

 



Week 9, Mar 24 – Sex, Gender, Sexuality and LGBTQ Identities 
1. Read “Gendered Reactions to Male and Female Nudity” by Lisa Wade of Sociological Images, 

“Feminism for Men” by PunkJohnnyCash on www.gonzotimes.com and “The Master’s Tools 
Will Never Dismantle the Master’s House” by Audre Lorde. 

2. In-Class YouTube: Kids, Let’s talk about sex; ‘LEGO Friends – LEGO & Gender Parts 1 & 2.’ 
Or Tropes v. Women Part 1 

3. Response #4 DUE on assigned reading. 
 

Mar 30 – Apr 5 SPRING RECESS 
 
Week 10, Apr 7 – Race and Ethnicity  

1. Read Sociology: Chapter 12. 
2. Read “The Case for Reparations” by Ta-Nehisi Coates on theatlantic.com 
3. In-Class YouTube: ‘Moving the Race Conversation Forward.’ 

 
Week 11, Apr 14 – The Economy, Politics 

1. Read Sociology: Chapters 14 and 15. 
2. Read “Why Do Poor People ‘Waste’ Money on Luxury Goods” by Tressie McMillan Cotton on 

talkingpointsmemo.com. Read ‘“Eating the Other” (at Fat Ho Burgers): Desire and Resistance 
(Remixed)’ by Tamura A. Lomax. 

3. In-Class YouTube: ‘Women’s Economic Opportunity Index by JESS3,’ ‘Illegal America: 
Arizona’s fight – Fault Lines’ on Al Jazeera; Federal Reserve-Xtranormal. 

4. Response #5 DUE on assigned reading. 
 
Week 12, Apr 21 – Marriage and Family, Education, Religion 

1. Read Sociology: Chapter 16 - 18. 
2. In-Class FILM: Seeking Asian Female. 

 
Week 13, Apr 28 – Science & the Body, Medicine and Health 

1. Quiz 3: Study Chapters 11-12, 14-15, 16, 18 and related materials. 
2. Read Sociology: Chapter 19 
3. In-Class YouTube: “Reproductive Justice for Latinas: Coerced, Forced, and Involuntary 

Sterilization” and Sonya Renee “What Women Deserve.” 
4. PAPER PROPOSAL DUE. 

Week 14, May 5 – Global Stratification, Population and Urbanization 
1. Read Sociology: Chapters 9 and 20. 
2. NOTEBOOKS DUE. 

 
Week 15, May 12 – Final Class: Social Movements, Social Change 

1. Read Sociology: Chapters 21 and 22. 
2. In-Class FILM: Life in a Day. 
3. FINAL PAPERS DUE. 

 
Please see Extra Credit Assignments BELOW 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Extra Credit Assignments (each worth 2 points): 
 

1. You can write up any of the long-feature films we view in class. That is, from a sociological 
standpoint, analyze each film as to its relevance to lecture material, social factors, etc. Based on 
your findings, write a 1-2 page response. 
 

2. Pick 2 different magazines and conduct content analysis. Think about the magazines’ target 
audience, the overall message, the topic, the person one must be if they are to listen to each 
magazine, etc. Based on your findings, write a 1-2 page response.  
 

3. Watch at least 5 ‘Shit ________ say to ________’ videos on YouTube and analyze the material 
from a sociological standpoint. Based on your findings, write a 1-2 page response. 
 

4. Conduct a survey of 5 people using the following questions: What is an intersex person? If your 
child was born intersex, who would you listen to first: yourself, your family, doctors, lawyers, or 
the media? Are gender differences in-born? Based on your findings, write a 1-2 page response. 
 

5. Find a parent of a pre/school or a kindergarten child, shadow them (with their permission, but 
don’t tell them what you’re studying) for a couple of hours, record what they teach their child, 
find patterns in your data. Based on your findings, write a 1-2 page response. 

 
6. Spend an entire day doing what you would normally do but make sure to hold doors for people 

regardless of their gender. Note people’s responses and analyze why they responded the way that 
they did given your own perceived gender. Based on your findings, write a 1-2 page response. 
 
 

 
 

 	
 
	


