
Simone Kolysh, Teaching Statement 

Teaching at the undergraduate and graduate levels is the primary reason I worked 

towards a PhD in Sociology. I am committed to student success and my pedagogy is borne out of 

the fact that for me, as a person of refugee and immigrant experience, higher education is a place 

of safety and privilege. Over the last five years, teaching in Sociology and Women’s Studies has 

transformed my scholarship and my life and it can do the same for future generations of 

sociologists. At the undergraduate level, I was an Adjunct Instructor in 40 sections of 9 distinct 

courses across multiple CUNY campuses, Metropolitan College of New York, and The Fashion 

Institute of Technology. At the graduate level, I was a Teaching Assistant in Statistics I and II for 

the Department of Sociology and in Quantitative Research Methods for the Department of Urban 

Education. Currently, I am a Visiting Assistant Professor of Sociology at Drew University, 

where I teach Introduction to Sociology, Social Problems, and Gender & Health, which 

incorporates my background in Public Health. 

 

In the classroom, I want my students to see the world in a new light and to focus on 

becoming capable scholars and researchers. My aim is to make sure they leave knowing how to 

read and write better, how to process information effectively, and how to make new connections 

about society. I rely heavily on intersectionality, which is an academic theory that addresses a 

person’s relationship to power and oppression at the intersection of specific social identities and 

structures, like that of gender, race, and class. As a result, I incorporate texts that are not 

generally assigned, combine Sociology with Women’s Studies, Public Health, and History for an 

interdisciplinary approach, and create an environment where marginalized students have a voice  

and an opportunity to feel included. Finally, I address the nuts and bolts of getting a degree in 

Sociology at the undergraduate and graduate levels. I have built lifelong relationships with my 

students, who not only take as many of my classes as possible, but work with me through their 

application for graduate school or jobs and remain connected to me long after they graduate.  

 

I am committed to enhancing my pedagogy and helping others develop their capacity as 

teachers. Early on in my PhD program, I began writing about teaching for the Student 

Sociological Association’s website and participated in the Annual Purposeful Pedagogy Day, as 

co-facilitator for the workshops “’Self’: Time Management and Preparing to teach Challenging 

Issues (like LGBT, Race, etc.) As an Activist (or Not)” and “Managing Classroom Discussion of 

Hot Button Topics.” Later, I presented a paper titled “‘White Tears’: Interrogating Whiteness 

and Combating Racism in a Multiracial Classroom” at a panel titled “‘Making it Work’: 

Graduate Students and the Politics of Race and Pedagogy in Academia” for the Eastern 

Sociological Society Annual Meeting in Boston, MA. Recently, I was interviewed regarding 

activist pedagogy for the Always Already Podcast. My second focus in terms of pedagogy 

enhancement is course development. I helped put together a graduate course in sociology of 

sexuality, which has never been taught at the CUNY Graduate Center. At Brooklyn College, I 

developed and taught a course called Parenting & Gender, which was cross-listed with 

Childhood Studies. As a Quantitative Reasoning Fellow at City College, I developed an 

overview of the Introductory Statistics textbook and a supplemental document, which provided 

students with additional sets of statistics exercises. In the future, I would like to work in a school 

focused on teaching and building curricula across multiple disciplines.  

 

Areas of Interest: Sex & Gender, Sexualities, Race & Ethnicity, Urban Sociology, Aging, 

Research Methods, Public Health. 


