
 
It is my pleasure to write this letter today to endorse Professor Simone Kolysh for the recipient 
of the Award in Excellence in Teaching. I can think of many more words to describe Professor 
Kolysh as a teacher, but "excellence" is definitely a succinct way of summarizing her 
pedagogical method. 

 
During the 2013-2014 academic school year at Brooklyn College, I was honored to be a student 
in two classes taught by Professor Kolysh. In the fall 2013 semester, I was a student in her 
WGST 2100 Fundamental Concepts in LGBTQ course. In the spring 2014 semester, I was 
enrolled as a student in her WMST 3405 Women's Sexualities class. I can recall being given the 
syllabus on the first day of classes and being slightly intimidated by the amount of independent 
work and assignments students had to complete. Even though the assignments were varied in 
difficulty, ranging from easy to comprehend online videos, to not-so-easy to grasp texts 
pertaining to Foucault, it was a lot of material I was completely unfamiliar with. I quickly 
learned, however, that all of the work, both in-class and out, was deeply meaningful to the 
curriculum and everyday life. I do not remember a single incident when an assignment was given 
out for the sole sake of keeping tabs on a student. Every piece of work a student submitted had to 
show comprehensive reflection of the topic; it was a way not only to track progress, but also to 
see if the student comprehends the material. I must also point out that every paper, including the 
most mundane one-page homework assignments, was read entirely from beginning to end by 
Professor Kolysh, which was evident by her painstaking corrections ranging from vocabulary 
choices to correct comma placement. Her dedication to improve her students writing, though not 
a part of her responsibilities, helped me become a more accomplished writer. But, homework 
was not the only way of keeping students enlightened about the classes' topics; she employed a 
variety of techniques to ensure all students were learning.  
 
Professor Kolysh began every class with collecting homework assignments, of course, but she 
also included something much more important. At the commencement of each class, Professor 
Kolysh would share current events and personal anecdotes connected to the day's lesson. 
Teaching in such a fashion is priceless to a student like me. By sharing aspects of her personal 
life, she gained my trust. I was able to see for myself that the intent of her teaching was not 
solely based on fulfilling a quota, but rather that it was rooted in encouraging students to take 
what they have learned and apply it outside of the classroom walls. Professor Kolysh has a talent 
of taking one subject, explaining it to full capacity, but also connecting it to other modern issues. 
Extensive lessons about the history of oppressed sexualities stressed the importance of 
acceptance and outlined the consequences of all types of discrimination, including racism and 
sexism. For example, homophobia was not simply analyzed through an ethnocentric lens. 
Numerous types of homophobia, from institutionalized persecution of white gay males in the 
1960s, to the invisibility of black queer women, to the oppression of lesbian women in India 
were discussed. If it were possible to discuss every instance of homophobia, I know Professor 



Kolysh would, because she preaches the philosophy that silencing individuals or groups of 
people, making them invisible, strips them of their agency and consequently their humanity. This 
ideology extended to her classroom where everyone was inspired to have a voice.  
 
In addition to facilitating uplifting class discussions, Professor Kolysh kept a realistically 
structured curriculum. If you want to get down to the nitty-gritty of it, from a strictly pedagogical 
perspective, I can attest to the fact that latenesses were not pardoned without valid proof; late 
homeworks were not accepted for full credit; and absences were not excused without proper 
documentation. These sets of rules, though unpopular with students, are usually what educational 
institutions require of instructors. However, let me point out that every lateness was greeted with 
a quick "hello," despite it being an obvious class interruption. After class, I would often witness 
students apologizing for their tardiness, only to hear Professor Kolysh say, "I'm just glad you 
came. I'm not judging you." In order to give students the ability to make up missed homeworks, 
an ample amount of extra credit directly tied to the topic of the assignment was given. While 
adhering to Brooklyn College's absence policy, students with absences, though still responsible 
for the material they missed, were given the opportunity to make up the work in flexible ways. 
Professor Kolysh was not only an exemplary teacher by Brooklyn College's standards, but also 
by students' standards, which is traditionally seen as a paradoxical situation, i.e. impossible to 
accomplish. Professor Kolysh was fair, but compassionate; strict, but understanding of students’ 
unique circumstances; intelligent, but never condescending. These are qualities of not only a 
great teacher, but of a well-rounded human being. 
 
I cannot omit the reality that the courses Professor Kolysh taught, and continues to teach, are not 
only important, but also very delicate topics. As a person who identifies as part of LGBTQ+ 
spectrum, I was much more comfortable with conversations and ideologies that were part of the 
curriculum. However, not every student was familiar with the very complex and fluid notions of 
gender and sexuality. With that knowledge, Professor Kolysh created a comfortable environment 
where all students were able to openly ask questions about all topics. Of course, this classroom 
set-up included a protocol that protected those who might fall victim to prejudiced rhetoric. As 
long as someone was respectful and genuinely wanted to learn, Professor Kolysh was open to 
debate and discussion. She often, with permission, included in these conversations students who 
might have had first-hand experiences with certain issues, for example, asexuality or being a 
person of color as well as an individual whose identity falls into LGBTQ+ category/categories. 
Both of the classes I took with Professor Kolysh were very diverse, as they should be, especially 
at Brooklyn College, a school rich in many nationalities, ethnicities, races, religions, sexualities, 
gender identities and other identities. Professor Kolysh superbly navigated our school's culturally 
diverse terrain, because, as she shared with her students, it is one of the reasons she enjoys 
teaching at CUNY institutions. To my knowledge, every student's creed or identity was not only 
respected, but treated equally by Professor Kolysh. Knowing Professor Kolysh she would not 
consider her inclusivity as "going out of her way," but rather as a duty as a decent human being. 



And that is exactly what Professor Kolysh is: a decent, kind, highly intelligent human. She would 
almost never take longer than a day to respond to a student’s e-mail. She always offered to help 
with assignments, but also with any personal issues that she might be able to shed some light on 
or, in the least, direct someone to the right resources. Both of her classes made immense and life-
changing impacts on my academic career and, more importantly, in my private life. Learning 
about feminism, feeling acceptance as a queer person and gaining the courage to speak up about 
prejudice and unfair treatment allowed me to become a more confident person; it allowed me to 
feel safe. All of these concepts were introduced to me in classes led by Professor Kolysh. I am 
eternally grateful for receiving the knowledge and support that she graciously grants to all of her 
students.  Some people are teachers, some are nurturers and some are healers; Professor Kolysh 
is a rare gem possessing all three qualities. She is an exceptional teacher, mother of three, and 
friend. It is a true gift to know her. 
 
I will simply state that I full-heartedly hope that Professor Simone Kolysh becomes the next 
recipient of the Award in Excellence in Teaching. I am genuinely going to be anxiously awaiting 
the decision. She is the embodiment of such an accolade, and though there are many teachers out 
there that are deserving of this award, I really believe this year is her year. Frankly, although 
Professor Kolysh is priceless, I know $5,000 could really help her and her family. Thank you for 
reading this recommendation, and please know that every word of it is completely truthful. 
 
 


