
I am writing you in regards to the Award for Excellence in Teaching for a Part-time 
Faculty Member. In my time as an undergraduate student, Professor Simone Kolysh had 
proven to be a stellar educator. I had very rarely in my time at CUNY Brooklyn College 
met professors that were willing to step outside of their places of privilege to enlighten 
their students in a way that helped them see the world clearly.  

Professor Kolysh was my professor for two of the courses in my Women’s Studies minor; 
LGBTQ Concepts & Theory and Women’s Sexualities. Within these courses, I learned 
about the ways in which intersectionality can affect nearly every aspect of our lives, and 
how it was very important to be cognizant of how our socioeconomic standings also 
played a role in how we experienced the world. 

Outside of creating a curriculum that accurately depicted the history and lives of people 
within the LGBTQ community, Professor Kolysh also made it a point to connect with her 
students and truly be a place of support whenever needed. She truly embodied the 
essence of a person with a genuine desire to reach her students in any way that could be 
relevant both in the classroom and the world. When I was assaulted, Professor Kolysh 
went so far as to guide me to all the right resources I would need to recover from my 
traumatic experience. She even went so far as to extend her own time to me, for the sake 
of my mental stability.  

It is very rare to find educators of this caliber, as many will go into the field of teaching 
simply because it is a consistent career path with room for growth. Professor Simone 
Kolysh is not only an amazing person, but a praiseworthy educator who uses her 
background in Sociology to cultivate a space where all her students are motivated and 
drawn into the subject. I would’ve taken every class she offered if it would have covered 
my credits due to the culture of learning that she fosters in a classroom. I would not take 
away from any other professor’s work, but if there is any adjunct Professor that deserves 
this recognition for going above and beyond, there is only one person in my mind that I 
can see fitting, and that is Professor Simone Kolysh.  

I thank you for taking the time and consideration in my submission.  

 

 


