
 
I am a senior in the Macaulay Honors program at Brooklyn College. My studies include a 

dual major in Biology and Religious Studies as well as a minor in LGBTQ Studies. I have had 
the pleasure of being in Professor Kolysh’s class for two semesters. The first class that I took 
with Professor Kolysh was Women’s Sexualities in the spring of 2015, and I then went on to take 
Fundamental Concepts of LGBTQ Studies in the fall of 2016.  

I am very passionate about my LGBTQ minor and I will admit that I was nervous 
declaring it knowing that gender and sexuality classes are often not taken seriously in academic 
settings. I grew up in a very religious and insular schooling system that did not acknowledge the 
diversity of sexual orientations and identities. I witnessed many friends and family with varying 
sexual identities who were ostracized and insulted by those closest to them; and this was a result 
of vindictiveness but of ignorance.  It became extremely important for me to get a good inclusive 
education surrounding gender and sexuality studies so that I would be aware of what others were 
going through and could make sure to contribute to their sense of safety. The two classes I took 
with Professor Kolysh accomplished exactly this and much more.  

Professor Kolysh’s classes are organized in such a way that the students gain the 
academic background necessary for a gender studies education while still keeping the realities of 
individuals’ experiences in the forefront of everyone’s minds. There are readings that are 
assigned for every class and responses that the students have to write in relation to those 
readings. However, instead of reviewing those same readings in the next class Professor Kolysh 
focuses the classes on current events. This allows students to use the ideas and conclusions found 
in the academic writings to analyze what actually goes on in society around us. This is 
immensely important for classes concerning gender and sexuality studies because it is a subject 
that is constantly changing and evolving in society. Additionally, it happens all too often that 
students and professors alike get caught up in the academic analysis of information and forget 
that the subject matter of the research/discussion taking place are actual people with real lives 
and struggles. This is a dangerous thing to do, especially when discussing issues concerning 
LGBTQ individuals who are constantly persecuted and harmed based solely on their personal 
identities and representations. Professor Kolysh does not let us forget this and pushes all students 
to critically analyze who is doing the research and how certain results affect different 
communities and demographics. Many gender and sexuality professors tend to solely focus on 
gay and lesbian issues and exclude the importance that gender, race, and class play in 
individuals’ experiences. Professor Kolysh fights against this and makes sure to include lesser-
discussed identities such as transgender and intersex individuals and to incorporate all aspects of 
a person’s identity (race, gender, class, education…) into the analysis of their experience.  

It is clear from Professor Kolysh’s lessons that she is passionate not only about the 
subject matter of her classes, but also about her students. She makes herself as available as 
possible for all her students and makes it clear that she is there to discuss any issues that may 
arise, whether academic or personal. The environment in the classroom is very open and students 
feel safe to express themselves in any capacity, allowing for inclusive discussions and comments 
that enrich both the learning experience and the students’ confidence. My worries about 
receiving an thorough LGBTQ studies education were fully taken care of by Professor Kolysh’s 
classes; I have learned more than I thought possible. Professor Kolysh’s classes require a decent 
amount of work and dedication, and it is done in a way where you feel yourself learning and 
developing as the class moves forward. Her classes were some of the best learning experiences 
I’ve had in college. 


