
 
February 12th, 2016  
 
To Whom It May Concern,  
 
I am writing in support of Professor Simone Kolysh, who has been nominated for the Excellence in 
Teaching Award this year. I took Introduction to Women’s Studies with her in the Fall of 2014. After 
taking her course, I was asked to be a participant in her doctoral dissertation research. Professor Kolysh 
has been a significant part of my undergraduate experience ever since.  
 
Professor Kolysh is an exemplary educator and advocate. Along with actively enhancing critical 
scholarship skills among her students, Professor Kolysh is able to blend knowledge and action in social 
justice. By doing this, she challenged me as a scholar as well as my individual views on where I stand as 
a social activist. I have never been in a classroom that is more open and interactive as hers. The use of 
critical reading and writing skills, interactive diagrams and discussions, and multiple incorporated 
subjects makes Professor Kolysh a prime leader in interdisciplinary learning. 
 
Beyond the classroom, Professor Kolysh provides availability to her students. She encourages past and 
current students in their professional development and more. In addition to her commitment to teaching, 
advocacy, and her students, Professor Kolysh is a magnificent mother of three, which has always 
astonished me when reflecting on all that she is committed to.  
 
Professor Kolysh provided a life-changing experience for me as an undergraduate who was still 
adjusting to college at the time of my early sophomore experience because she creates a community of 
learning and empowerment. This is done with zero effort due to her ability to lead and allowing her 
students to lead. Ever since I took her course and she became a part of my academic success, I have been 
more active in positive building in my community, other communities in need, and becoming a resource 
to people of different minority backgrounds. I’ve learned that in order to create change, you must enact 
it and Professor Kolysh embodies this belief.  
 
Professor Kolysh has been a key important factor in my undergraduate growth. I will be entering my 
senior year at the end of this academic term. I highly support Professor Kolysh in all her endeavors as 
she has greatly motivated me and other peers of mine that have taken her courses. Please do not hesitate 
to contact me for any additional information regarding Professor Kolysh.  
 


