
To the Distinguished Members of the Award Selection Committee, 
 
Brooklyn College has a proud and prolific history of recognizing the importance of scholarship 
as well as realizing the necessity for critical scholarship within the academy. In the late 1970s 
when women's studies was first conceived as an academic discipline apart from other 
departments, Brooklyn College was one of the first institutions of higher learning that formally 
established a Women's Studies Program. Since the inception of the program, Brooklyn College 
has employed scholars who have not only championed the development of Women's and Gender 
Studies as a discipline but also facilitated the development of future scholars, academics and 
activists. To this day, through notable faculty such as Simone Kolysh, the Women's and Gender 
Studies Program continues in its devotion to both excellence and scholarship. It is with great 
honor and distinct pleasure that I write a letter of recommendation for Simone Kolysh for the 
Brooklyn College Award for Excellence in Teaching. 
 
A junior in the Scholars Program and the Coordinated BA-MD Program studying sociocultural 
and medical anthropology, biochemistry and Women's and Gender studies, I was a student in 
Professor Kolysh's Fundamental Concepts in LGBTQ course during the Fall of 2015. From the 
privilege of being in her class, I can personally attest to what is well-known amongst students 
and the Brooklyn College community: Professor Kolysh has an outstanding ability as an 
instructor to communicate knowledge and has a genuine concern for the overall well-being of all 
her students. Her brilliant selection of course readings from the canon of critical race, gender, 
sexuality and disability studies, augmented by both powerfully moving visual material and 
viscerally stimulating narratives, provides the fundamental foundation for students to begin to 
dissect, dismantle and disentangle power. Always rich with engaged discussions that examine 
modalities of being, scrutinize dynamics of privilege, and critique hegemonic normalities, her 
classes truly enable students to develop the critical consciousness that simultaneously 
rehumanizes and repoliticizes the lived realities of people. This framework Professor Kolysh 
works tirelessly to instill impacts the lives of students countless and has even affected the work 
and research I have conducted as a Furman, Rosen and Tow Fellow. 
 
Unique to her teaching philosophy, her approach and her course assignments, Professor Kolysh 
integrates activism into her courses. She spends time at the beginning of every class to critically 
examine and discuss nationally and internationally contemporary events; in doing so, she strives 
to bring attention to the stories, narratives and accounts of marginalized people such as Amber 
Monroe, Kandis Capri and Taja DeJesus who are swept away, forgotten, and obscured from 
view. Moreover, Professor Kolysh has her students write a two-page response on a course related 
activism event, performance or lecture attended outside of the classroom. This assignment 
encourages to engage in solidarity with communities on contemporary issues such as the violent 
and virulent murder of lives by state violence, labor rights for faculty in institutions of higher 
learning, and the lack of scholarship on disability within the academy. This active engagement of 



students in the application of their studies directly facilitates the development of the next 
generation of scholars, academics and activists.  
 
As Professor Kolysh in her passion and devotion transcends the classroom, I strongly urge that 
she be recognized for her excellence and outstanding contributions. In the current epoch of 
unparalleled inequity and structural violence, now more than ever is Professor Kolysh’s 
approach to teaching important. This is critical activism and urgent, engaged scholarship at its 
finest.  
 


