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Teaching Statement 
 
“Yo, Professor, you teach like you on steroids, so much passion!” said a student in my Urban 
Sociology class. “Not steroids, just high on knowledge,” I replied. Teaching is my passion and a 
lifelong goal – it is the primary reason I am currently working towards a PhD in Sociology. My 
commitment to ensuring student success and thinking through my pedagogy is borne out of the 
fact that for me, as a person of refugee and immigrant experience that is out as a lesbian and an 
agender person, higher education continues to be a place of safety and a place of privilege. I 
want to offer my students, who are facing a lot of difficulties, that same place of safety and 
knowledge as they pursue myriad of careers and enact change. Over the last five years, teaching 
in Sociology and Women’s Studies has transformed my scholarship and my life. At the 
undergraduate level, I have been an Adjunct Instructor in 33 sections of 9 distinct courses across 
4 CUNY campuses, Metropolitan College of New York and The Fashion Institute of 
Technology. At the graduate level, I have been a Teaching Assistant in Statistics I and II for the 
Department of Sociology and in Quantitative Research Methods for the Department of Urban 
Education. My commitment to teaching & pedagogy goes beyond the classroom, from holding 
Quantitative Reasoning Fellowships at City College and Kingsborough Community College to 
speaking engagements that expand the conversation on teaching beyond the academy. 

 
What matters to me is that I provide information, mentorship and am compelling enough to help 
my students see the world in a new light and focus their tremendous energies and capacities on 
transforming society. First and foremost, I approach all of my courses through the lens of 
intersectionality, which is an academic theory that addresses a person’s relationship to power and 
oppression at the intersection of specific social identities and structures, like that of gender, race 
and class. That not only means that my curriculum is based on texts by authors that are not 
usually assigned or that I utilize interdisciplinary and critical approaches which combine 
sociology, public health and history, to name a few. What it also means is that I create an 
environment in my classroom where the most marginalized of students have a place, a voice and 
an opportunity to feel included. Often, I begin my classes by establishing a ‘Safe Zone’ 
framework and ensure that the same inequalities that plague society are not so easily reinforced 
in my classroom. That, in turn, requires other groups of students, those with more privilege and 
power, to take a step back, listen and adjust their thinking. Another part of what I do in the 
classroom is I address the nuts and bolts of getting a degree in Sociology or Women’s Studies, at 
the undergraduate and graduate levels. Studies show that for students in public universities, 
having a single adult mentor can level their chances of success with students that attend private 
universities and I take my role as that adult mentor quite seriously. I have built lifelong 
relationships with my students, who not only take as many of my classes as possible but stay 
with me through their application for graduate school or jobs and long after they graduate and 
become truly inspiring adults.  

 
In addition, I am deeply committed to enhancing my pedagogy on a daily basis and helping 
others develop their capacity as teachers. A year into teaching, I began having a conversation 
with my peers about being an adjunct professor since our department did not provide courses or 
programming on teaching. One thing that came out of these conversations were two pieces I 
wrote for the Sociology Student Association’s website on teaching as an adjunct professor and 
teaching Introduction to Sociology. Every year, for a new cohort of PhD students, we would 
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print out some of the website materials and include my pieces, in order to give new students 
some advice. After, several of my peers started to organize Annual Purposeful Pedagogy Day, in 
which I participated twice. My involvement as co-facilitator for the workshop “’Self’: Time 
Management and Preparing to teach Challenging Issues (like LGBT, Race, etc.) As an Activist 
(or Not)” and “Managing Classroom Discussion of Hot Button Topics” helped me further the 
conversation on pedagogy with my peers. My second arena in terms of pedagogy enhancement is 
to develop courses and expand curricula across CUNY campuses. Right before I started to teach 
at Brooklyn College, I helped develop a graduate course in sociology of sexuality, which has 
never been taught in the department. Putting that syllabus together established the way I would 
develop courses later on, once I was at Brooklyn College. All of my courses are made from 
scratch, eschewing most textbooks and every required text is available to my students on 
Blackboard. Last year, I developed a new course for the Women’s and Gender Studies major 
called Parenting & Gender, a course I am now scheduled to teach Fall 2016.  
 
Finally, I am interested in engaging with teaching as a topic on a professional and personal level. 
My first public engagement was to present a paper titled “‘White Tears’: Interrogating Whiteness 
and Combating Racism in a Multiracial Classroom” at a panel titled “‘Making it Work’: 
Graduate Students and the Politics of Race and Pedagogy in Academia” for the Eastern 
Sociological Society Annual Meeting in Boston, MA. Most recently, I was interviewed regarding 
activist pedagogy for the Always Already Podcast. Many of these conversations are also 
important for my students, as well, and I encourage their participation in the way my courses 
develop and in conferences that would better their understanding of teaching and the academy. 
At a recent Sociology Doctoral Conference that I organized with five of my peers, at least six of 
my undergraduate students were in attendance and that helped strengthen their knowledge and 
vision of going to graduate school. Next year, I am working with a group of undergraduate 
students to expand anti-racist programming on campus and am deeply committed to supporting 
student activism. In the future, I would like nothing more than a faculty position at a public 
university with an emphasis on teaching and student mentorship so that I can apply my skills to a 
career of creating a more inclusive, a more diverse and a more just higher education system. 
 

 
 


