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URBAN SOCIOLOGY (SOC234) 
The Dynamics of Urban Life 
 
Prof Simone Kolysh 
Fall 2015 
Section Q01: Tuesday 9:00-11:40  
Phone: 917-753-9526 
Email: simonekolysh@gmail.com 
 
Course Description: This course is a critical introduction to urban sociology.  Through lectures, 
readings, and class discussion, we will explore the dynamics of urban life.  Cities have become 
the dominant form of social organization and while they can satisfy a wide variety of human 
desires, they are also beguiled by crime, poverty, exploitation, and pollution.  Consequently, we 
will view the city as simultaneously a social, cultural, and political-economic phenomenon.  The 
course introduces a host of urban issues, such as why people move to the city and what they find; 
the city’s enabling and constraining qualities and the relationship between social structure and 
individual agency; the shape and social organization of urban formations; the city as a nexus of 
ethnic, racial, gender, and class relations and conflicts; the city as a locus of poverty, low-wage 
work, crime, and violence; and strategies of urban development and “revitalization.”  
 
Course Objectives: In this course you will come to understand the key concepts and methods of 
sociological analysis as they relate to urban inequality and diversity. In exploring why people 
move to the city and what they find, for example, the course will utilize key theoretical concepts 
such as social structure and individual agency to understand the city’s enabling and constraining 
qualities. We will also explore such fundamental ideas as social capital (i.e. networks) and 
cultural capital (i.e. education) and how they help shape the life outcomes of individuals and 
communities. Throughout, we will link social theory to the empirical world of lived experience 
to better “ground” our thinking. When you have successfully completed this course you will be 
better able to: 
 
-Interpret, and assess information about urban settings from a variety of sources. 
-Evaluate evidence and arguments from the literature on urban sociology critically 
-Produce well-reasoned written arguments  
 
Course Policies: Students with disabilities: Please check in during the first couple of weeks of 
the semester to discuss any necessary accommodations. Do not be late. Please turn off cell 
phones before you come to class. Your partners/friends and children are welcome and you are 
allowed to eat. Please respect one another. We may have a 10-minute break during some 
Tuesday sessions. Students found cheating or plagiarizing will receive an F and be reported to 
the Dean.  One common method of plagiarism is to copy or paraphrase large sections of text 
from an author without acknowledging where this information is coming from.  This gives the 
impression that the ideas are your own, when in fact, they are not.   
 
Extra Credit: You can write responses longer than 2 pages and receive extra points. We will 
also view films in class. You can write a film analysis for each film and receive extra points. You 
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can do more than one activism event and receive extra points. Other extra credit opportunities 
will be discussed in class. 
 
Required Texts: There is one required book. All other readings will be available on Blackboard. 
Please note that the readings must be read prior to the weekly meeting so that participants can 
fully contribute to, as well as benefit, from lectures and class discussion.  
 
Philippe Bourgois. 1995. In Search of Respect: Selling Crack in El Barrio. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press. $24.95 (On Amazon, the book is $6.50 if bought used). 
 
 
Course Requirements:  
 
1. Attendance: 15 points. Each Tuesday session counts as 2 classes. You are allowed to 
miss 2 classes (or one Tuesday session) without penalty. If you are late to class twice, that will 
count as 1 absence. Absences beyond 2 will cost 0.5 points each, beyond 4 will cost 1 point each, 
beyond 6 will cost 2 points each, and beyond 8 will cost 4 points each. If you miss 10 classes 
beyond the 2 allowed (5 Tuesday Sessions), you will fail the course automatically unless you 
speak with me. If you are never absent, you will get 2 two extra points.  
 
2. Participation: 5 points. In class, do not sleep, talk to others or be on your phone or on 
laptop, unless you explicitly received permission from me to use your laptop for note taking.  
 
3. Activism: 10 points. You will attend an event and write a 2-page report. Event 
opportunities will be posted on Blackboard. Do not leave this assignment until the last minute. 
 
4. Responses (x8): 20 points. You will write 8 responses to the readings. Each assignment 
will be 1-2 pages and graded out of 2.5 points. I will deduct points if your response is too short, 
late or otherwise inadequate. The last day to hand in any responses is when Response 8 is due. 
After that, any responses received will be marked as extra credit.  
 
5. Notebook: 10 points. I will collect your class notebook at the end of the semester so take 
good notes, make sure to review all films watched, define words you do not understand in your 
readings, make mention of favorite texts, attach additional articles. 
 
6. Final exam: 40 points. I will post the questions to the Final exam some time prior to the 
exam. The final is in-class and comprised of 10 open ended questions. There are no make-ups.  

Grading: (Total Points=Grade but all grades are still at my discretion) 
 
A = 93-100  A- = 90-92   B+ = 87-89  B = 83-86   
B- = 80-82   C+ = 77-79  C = 73-76    D+ = 67-72   
D = 60-66 F = 59  
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Course Outline: 
 
2/2: Introduction  
 
2/9: NO CLASS 
 
2/16: Urban Sociology (Response 1 DUE)  
READ: Sassen, “The Future of Urban Sociology.”  
READ: Cheng & Shabazz, “Introduction: Race, Space, and Scale in the Twenty-First Century.” 
 
2/23: Intersectionality (Response 2 DUE) 
READ: Lorde, “The Master’s Tools Will Never Dismantle the Master’s House” and “Age, Race, 
Class and Sex: Women Redefining Difference.”  
Video: What Census Calls Us: A Historical Timeline; Racial Hegemony and World History. 
 
3/1: Intersectionality (Response 3 DUE) 
READ: Center for American Progress: Disability Justice is LGBT Justice.  
 
3/8: The City: Theory  
READ: Bourgois, pages xvii-113.  
 
3/15: The City: Methodology (Response 4 DUE) 
READ: Bourgois, pages 114-258. 
Discussion: Elijah Anderson, “Code of the Street,” The Atlantic Monthly (1994) 
 
3/22: Race & Stratification 
READ: Bourgois, pages 259-351. 
FILM: Black Wall Street and the Race Riot of 1921. 
VIDEO: Capitalism and the Struggle in Cambodia. 
 
3/29: Police Brutality (Response 5 DUE) 
READ: Martin Luther King, Letter from a Birmingham Jail.  
READ: “Say Her Name” Report from African American Policy Forum.  
YouTube: The Hunted and the Hated: An Inside Look at the NYPD's Stop-and-Frisk Policy; 
Angela Davis – 1972 Interview. 
 
4/5: Class & Technology – Guest Lecturer Alex Floor (Response 6 DUE) 
WATCH: Undercity. 
 
4/12: Gentrification – Guest Lecturer Sara Martucci (Response 7 DUE) 
READ: Newman & Wily, “Gentrification and Displacement Revisited.”  
 
4/19: Gentrification  
FILM: My Brooklyn 
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4/26: NO CLASS 
 
5/1: Politics of (Re)Development  
READ: Baum, “The Lost Year: Behind the Failure to Rebuild.”  
FILM: The Old Man and the Storm. 
 
5/10: Global Cities - Guest Lecturer Hamad Sindhi (Response 8 DUE) 
WATCH: Waste Land 
READ: Bulard, “Confronting Environmental Racism in the 21st Century.” 
 
5/17: Final Review (Activism DUE) 
FILM: Life In a Day  
 
5/24: Final Exam (Notebooks DUE) 
 
 


